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The Essential package is a unique multimedia introduction to French. Â  At the core of Essential

Italian is the Living Language Methodâ„¢, based on linguistic science, proven techniques, and over

65 years of experience. Our method teaches you the whole language, so you can express yourself,

not just recite memorized words or scripts. Â  Millions have learned with Living LanguageÂ®. Now

itâ€™s your turn. Â Â Â Â â€¢Â Book: 10 lessons, additional review exercises and dialogues, an

extensive glossary, and a grammar summaryâ€”plus a bonus notebook Â Â Â â€¢Â 3 Audio CDs:

Vocabulary, dialogues, audio exercises, and moreâ€”listen while using the books or use for review

on the go Â Â Â â€¢Â Free Online Learning: Flashcards, games, and interactive quizzes for each

lesson at www.livinglanguage.com/languagelab  Â To learn more visit livinglanguage.com. Â  Â  The

Living Language Methodâ„¢ Â  Build a Foundation Start speaking Italian immediately using

essential words and phrases. Â  Progress with Confidence Build on each lesson as you advance to

full sentences, then actual conversations.  Â  Retain what Youâ€™ve Learned Special recall

exercises move your new language from short-term to long-term memory. Â  Achieve Your Goals

Donâ€™t just mimic or memorize. Develop practical language skills to speak in any situation.
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I chuckle when I read the other reviewer on this because I bought it wanting learn Italian to have a

conversation with a friend only to find it was way too geared for people wanting to take a trip. Go



figure.Actually I took a community ed class and this was the book the instructor used.The CDs are

good, though the two native language speakers pronounce things slightly differently at times. The

CDs are a big bonus over of other books and the main reason all the CommEd instructors for my

district picked Living Lanuage.In addition they have some downloadable resources on their website,

the URL in the book is longer correct apparently. I never had any problems but then I went to the

main site, livinglanguage.com and then to Italian and then the labs. But class mates even using that

path have had problems on their PCs.Their website also has flash cards and activities (only one so

far I would consider cheesy) that are simple but you don't look or feel like you're playing a kids

game. They have section to post questions.As for the grammar, the reason it might be heavy on that

is because while in English the verb "to be" only has three present tense forms:Am - IAre - You (sg),

We, You (pl), TheyIs - He, She, ItThe Italian verb "Essere" (to be) has:Sono - I, TheySei - You

(sg)Ãˆ - He, SheSiamo - WeSiete - You (pl)(I think I got that right, don't have my notes in front of

me)(I've actually started learning a lot about English Grammar using this book, an expected side

effect and bonus.)Italian also has Gender and the version of plural depends on the gender;so while

we just have "round" they have "rotondo/rotondi" and "rotunda/retonde"This book actually does a

good job of explaining that, though as with learning any language you may have to go over it a

couple times. We all found it help to work through the lessons and then go back to the older lessons

and review, they seemed to make more sense the second time around.Granted some of my

appreciation of the book comes from the fact it makes me think and then I go looking for

understanding on the web. But without this book I wouldn't have known where to start.While I didn't

quite "love" the book, I liked it enough to order the full series. Which is only a bit more than this

single book would cost but now THAT gets heavy into grammar and is definitely more than you

would need for traveling--for the bit I've skimmed so far.

Got this for my dad as a Christmas present before his trip to Italy, and despite his dyslexia (he's not

even great with English!) it really worked! He diligently studied on almost a daily basis for a few

months, and when he arrived in Italy he was able to read signage and have a little bit of touristy

conversation.

I am taking an Italian class but got this to go along with it. I love listening to the CDs in my car. The

book is very easy to understand as well! Definitely recommend!!

The material is very good but there was a problem with the tapes and by the time I got to the



problem part, it ws too late to complain. If you buy recordings, play them all immediately.

I ordered an used edition and it was perfect. Very well preserved. I am absolutely happy with my

purchase.

I needed something to keep me on my toes with Italian and this is it! i love it and also use it for

French and Spanish

Very good product to learn some basic Italian.

good deal
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